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FILTERING AND MONITORING
COMPLIANCE WITH KCSIE

Statement of Compliance
Cottage Grove Primary School and Nursery Filtering and Monitoring Compliance Statement (Academic Year 2026/2027)
Cottage Grove Primary School and Nursery is committed to providing a safe online environment for all pupils and staff and confirms its compliance with the Department for Education's Filtering and Monitoring Standards as required by the statutory guidance Keeping Children Safe in Education 2025. 
Our approach is built on the four DfE standards: 
· Standard 1: Roles and Responsibilities. The academy trust holds the overall strategic responsibility for meeting these standards. The Headteacher has lead responsibility for online safety, including ensuring appropriate filtering and monitoring systems are in place. The Business Manager is responsible for the technical implementation and day-to-day management of these systems. All staff are aware of how to report concerns to the DSL.
· Standard 2: Annual Review. A comprehensive review of our filtering and monitoring provision is conducted at least once every academic year, involving senior leadership, the DSL, IT support, and the responsible governor. This review uses the DfE's Plan Technology for Your School and the Local Authority’s audit tool self-assessment tool and identifies any gaps based on our students' evolving risk profiles, including risks related to generative AI. The results are recorded and available for inspection.
· Standard 3: Filtering Systems. Our filtering systems are designed to block harmful and inappropriate content, including material related to child sexual abuse, terrorism, radicalisation, misinformation, and disinformation, without unreasonably impacting teaching and learning. The systems enforce mandatory blocklists from the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) and the Counter-Terrorism Internet Referral Unit (CTIRU) where applicable. We actively check that filtering is working as intended in real-world environments, not relying solely on provider assurances.
· Standard 4: Monitoring Strategies. We have effective and proportionate monitoring strategies that meet the safeguarding needs of our school and pupils. Our systems monitor online activity to identify unusual behaviour and potential safeguarding concerns in real-time or near-real-time. Clear protocols are in place for responding to flagged incidents, with detailed records maintained. 
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